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SUBJECT: MAJOR ELECTRICAL POWER SHORTAGES ANTICIPATED FOR JIDDA 
THIS FALL 

1 . EMBOFF, IN DISCUSSING POWER GENERATION PROJECTS WITH 
VARIOUS SAG OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF U.S. FIRMS IN THE 
KINGDOM, HAS LEARNED THAT THERE IS LITTLE QUESTION BUT THAT 
THERE WILL BE MAJOR POWER SHORTAGES IN JIDDA THIS FALL. 

2. THE DIRECTOR OF CON AM SERVICES, A U.S. FIRM WITH THE 
OPERATIONS CONTRACT FOR THE JIDDA I DESALINATION PLANT 
(A MAJOR JIDDA POWER SOURC), SAID THAT JIDDA WILL REQUIRE 
AN ESTIMATED 200 MEGAWATTS OF POWER BY OCTOBER THIS YEAR. 
CURRENT PRODUCTION IS APPROXIMATELY 150 MEGAWATTS. 

3. E.A. JUFFALI, JIDDA'S LARGEST ELECTRICAL COMPANY, HAS 
ORDERED NEW GENERATORS, BUT SAG OFFICIALS HAVE CONFIDED 
THAT POWER GENERATION IS ONLY ONE PART OF THE PROBLEM. 

THE ANTIQUATED DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IS SIMPLY NOT 
CAPABLE OF HANDLING THE INCREASED FLOW OF POWER. 

BROKEN CABLES WHIPPING FURIOUSLY AND SPEWING DANGEROUS 
SPARKS IN ALL DIRECTIONS HAVE BEEN AN ALL TOO 

OFTEN SIGHT IN RIYADH, AND JIDDA MAY SOON EXPERIENCE 
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4. GHAZI AL-GOSAIBI, MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND ELECTRICITY, 
RECENTLY PURCHASED A GENERATOR FOR HIS HOME. HE ADVISED THE 
EMBASSY RIYADH LIAISON OFFICER TO DO THE SAME. THE 
RECENTLY ANNOUNCED DEPUTY MINISTER FOR ELECTRICITY HAS 
SIMILARLY TAKEN STEPS TO INSURE HIS HOME DOES NOT 
BLACK OUT. 

PORTER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTRIC POWER 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 07 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ullricre 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976JIDDA04762 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760263-0579 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760785/aaaacwix.tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ullricre 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 JUN 2004 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <03 NOV 2004 by ullricre> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAJOR ELECTRICAL POWER SHORTAGES ANTICIPATED FOR JIDDA THIS FALL 
TAGS: ENRG, SA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



